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A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture." Professors are asked to consider their
demise and to ruminate on what matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't
help but mull the same question: What wisdom would we impart to the world if we knew it was
our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy?When Randy
Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he
didn't have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer.
But the lecture he gave--"Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was
about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing
every moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one day that you have less than
you think"). It was a summation of everything Randy had come to believe. It was about living.In
this book, Randy Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his
lecture such a phenomenon and given it an indelible form. It is a book that will be shared for
generations to come."We cannot change the cards we are dealt, just how we play the hand." --
Randy Pausch

"We cannot change the cards we are dealt, just how we play the hand."--Randy PauschA lot of
professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture." Professors are asked to consider their demise
and to ruminate on what matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't help but
mull the same question: What wisdom would we impart to the world if we knew it was our last
chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy?When Randy Pausch,
a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he didn't
have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But
the lecture he gave--"Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was
about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing
every moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one day that you have less than
you think"). It was a summation of everything Randy had come to believe. It was about living.In
this book, Randy Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his
lecture such a phenomenon and given it an indelible form. It is a book that will be shared for
generations to come.Questions for Randy PauschWe were shy about barging in on Randy
Pausch's valuable time to ask him a few questions about his expansion of his famous Last
Lecture into the book by the same name, but he was gracious enough to take a moment to
answer. (See Randy to the right with his kids, Dylan, Logan, and Chloe.) As anyone who has
watched the lecture or read the book will understand, the really crucial question is the last one,
and we weren't surprised to learn that the "secret" to winning giant stuffed animals on the
midway, like most anything else, is sheer persistence.: I apologize for asking a question you



must get far more often than you'd like, but how are you feeling?Pausch: The tumors are not yet
large enough to affect my health, so all the problems are related to the chemotherapy. I have
neuropathy (numbness in fingers and toes), and varying degrees of GI discomfort, mild nausea,
and fatigue. Occasionally I have an unusually bad reaction to a chemo infusion (last week, I
spiked a 103 fever), but all of this is a small price to pay for walkin' around.: Your lecture at
Carnegie Mellon has reached millions of people, but even with the short time you apparently
have, you wanted to write a book. What did you want to say in a book that you weren't able to say
in the lecture?Pausch: Well, the lecture was written quickly--in under a week. And it was time-
limited. I had a great six-hour lecture I could give, but I suspect it would have been less popular
at that length ;-).A book allows me to cover many, many more stories from my life and the
attendant lessons I hope my kids can take from them. Also, much of my lecture at Carnegie
Mellon focused on the professional side of my life--my students, colleagues and career. The
book is a far more personal look at my childhood dreams and all the lessons I've learned. Putting
words on paper, I've found, was a better way for me to share all the yearnings I have regarding
my wife, children and other loved ones. I knew I couldn't have gone into those subjects on stage
without getting emotional.: You talk about the importance--and the possibility!--of following your
childhood dreams, and of keeping that childlike sense of wonder. But are there things you didn't
learn until you were a grownup that helped you do that?Pausch: That's a great question. I think
the most important thing I learned as I grew older was that you can't get anywhere without help.
That means people have to want to help you, and that begs the question: What kind of person
do other people seem to want to help? That strikes me as a pretty good operational answer to
the existential question: "What kind of person should you try to be?": One of the things that
struck me most about your talk was how many other people you talked about. You made me
want to meet them and work with them--and believe me, I wouldn't make much of a computer
scientist. Do you think the people you've brought together will be your legacy as well?Pausch:
Like any teacher, my students are my biggest professional legacy. I'd like to think that the people
I've crossed paths with have learned something from me, and I know I learned a great deal from
them, for which I am very grateful. Certainly, I've dedicated a lot of my teaching to helping young
folks realize how they need to be able to work with other people--especially other people who
are very different from themselves.: And last, the most important question: What's the secret for
knocking down those milk bottles on the midway?Pausch: Two-part answer: 1) long arms 2)
discretionary income / persistenceActually, I was never good at the milk bottles. I'm more of a
ring toss and softball-in-milk-can guy, myself. More seriously, though, most people try these
games once, don't win immediately, and then give up. I've won *lots* of midway stuffed animals,
but I don't ever recall winning one on the very first try. Nor did I expect to. That's why I think
midway games are a great metaphor for life.About the AuthorRandy Pausch was a Professor of
Computer Science, Human-Computer Interaction, and Design at Carnegie Mellon, where he
was the co-founder of Carnegie Mellon's Entertainment Technology Center (ETC). He was a
National Science Foundation Presidential Young Investigator and a Lilly Foundation Teaching



Fellow. He had sabbaticals at Walt Disney Imagineering and Electronic Arts (EA), and consulted
with Google on user interface design. Dr. Pausch received his bachelors in Computer Science
from Brown University and his Ph.D. in Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon University. He
was the director of the Alice (www.alice.org) software project, and had traveled in zero-gravity.
He lived with his wife, Jai, and their three young children in Virginia.Jeff Zaslow wrote the Wall
Street Journal column that fueled the initial interest in Randy Pausch's lecture. He was also the
co-author of Captain Chesley Sullenberger's The Highest Duty and the author of The Girls from
Ames, both bestsellers.
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Patrick Burnett, “"Crossroad Blues": A Hell of a Book. All the reviews I've read of "Crossroad
Blues" have been positive, and this one will be no different. Ace Atkins uses the death of
enigmatic bluesman Robert Johnson's death as a starting point for "Crossroad Blues", a mystery
starring Nick Travers (whose name, Atkins thoughtfully points out in a pre-novel note, means
"dweller at a crossroads"), a former New Orleans Saint who is now a semi-drunk teacher and
musician. When one of Travers' colleagues disappears while researching a set of nine mythical
recordings possible laid down by Johnson, Travers tries to track him down, only to become
embroiled in a search for the recordings and the answer to Johnson's untimely murder.Here's
the lowdown: Robert Johnson recorded only 29 songs in his life. While he lived, he cultivated
rumors about himself that suggested he had earned his musical skill by trading guitars with the
devil. He died in 1938 under mysterious circumstances (various rumors had it he was either
stabbed or poisoned).It's a credit to Atkins' skill as a storyteller that his fictional characters blend
seamlessly into the blues mythology. His retelling of Johnson's life made me wish I had grown up
black and impoverished in the 30's. The mystery was, if implausible, engaging and
entertaining.I'm a sucker for stories of this type - found manuscripts, new recordings of old
musicians, old paintings found under repaintings - so the story kept me going. But the novel did
not hit the high point I was expecting from previous raves. Instead of simply telling his story,
Atkins at times tries too hard for literary strokes, producing these clunkers:"Daniel Rose's dusty
Oldsmobile was parked next to a mound of rich upchurned soil that resembled a spilled
chocolate ice-cream scoop.""Looked like Superman's badassed twin from the Bizarro
Planet.""Dawn broke over Jesse Garon's head like a spilled blue milkshake."This book would
have benefited from a few well-placed commas. Most of Travers' internal dialog is written in
sentence fragments, a device I find tiresome. Most of the fragments would have fit neatly onto
the preceding sentence, but Atkins' insistence on maintaining a "realistic" internal voice
apparently prevents him from obeying the rules of grammar.A few reviewers have mentioned the
character Jesse Garon, the hitman who looks like a young Elvis ("The one from the postage
stamp," says another character), as one of the more intriguing villains to come along in a while.
Frankly, I thought Sarah Shankman wrote him better in "The King is Dead". Yep. That's right.
Someone else wrote an Elvis-obsessed killer who may or may not be Elvis' lost twin brother
Jesse Garon fully five years before this novel (in reality, Jesse died at birth).Overall, this was a
remarkable book, notable for its knowledge of the early greats and for the creation of a likeable
anti-hero. I look forward to reading Ace Atkins' next Nick Travers book.”

Gary Griffiths, “Hell Hound on My Trail. Ace Adkins' "Crossroad Blues" is that rare novel that
combines great writing and believable characters with an engrossing history lesson - in this case
the enigmatic Mississippi delta blues legend Robert Johnson, murdered under mysterious and
yet unknown circumstances in 1938. Only 27 at the time of his death, Johnson's music not only



inspired rock greats from The Rolling Stones to Eric Clapton to Jim Morrison, but also the details
of his life have been the source of myth and wild speculation, including an apparently widely
held view that Johnson sold his soul to the devil - a notion that has certain substantiation
through his twenty-nine recordings that survive him. "Crossroad Blues" is a fictional tale of
another nine lost recordings thought to exist - the first in a series of four Ace Adkins novels
featuring Nick Travis, a former New Orleans Saints defensive lineman turned Tulane University
blues historian.Adkins is a talented writer, capturing the fetid bayous and decayed grandeur of
the Deep South with all of the steamy atmosphere of James Le Burke, but none of the attitude.
Here is a guy with a love of the blues, an earthy passion for the culture, and a respect for
residents of the tin shacks and seedy New Orleans back alleys - and the chops to capture it all in
molasses slow-and-sweet prose. In this, his debut, Adkins introduces Travers, the Saint
sidelined by a spectacular altercation with an unpopular head coach. When an obnoxious music
professor from Tulane goes missing in Mississippi's delta country on a quest uncover some
missing Robert Johnson lore, Travers reluctantly agrees to fetch him. From JoJo's Blue's Bar in
New Orleans to cinder block juke joints in the delta, Adkins' writing is pitch-perfect - as close as
words can get to reproducing Johnson's slide guitar and reedy thin tenor. Nick Travers is
delightfully unpretentious, his lusty affair with red-headed blues hottie Virginia Dare provocative,
his interactions with JoJo owner "Joseph Jose Jackson" and his elderly buddies vivid - but the
real star here is Robert Johnson, shrouded in riddle; a ghost-like presence that fills the pages
and draws the reader back into these unlikely roots of rock-and-roll. Keeping the action and
intensity at a Mississippi-fevered pace is a dastardly cast of villains: the sleazy LA record-
producer turned blues club owner, his hit man "Sweet Boy Floyd," but most interesting of all,
Jesse Garon, a sadistic teen with an unhealthy Elvis obsession. Adkins takes the reader
through a grand tour of tar papered hovels and country crossroads, traveling time and
geography through blunt-edged violence and grisly murder to a white-knuckled climax and
satisfying conclusion. In short, American crime fiction combined with music history for a
uniquely entertaining read - one for the short list.”

peter thompson, “just keep reading. Picked it up and read cover to cover in one hit ! It spins the
story so well , just keep reading !”

Terry, “Four Stars. Good story, snappy writing.”

Guy Strudwick, “Four Stars. Quite a good read; better if you are in to jazz.”

Bodger 65, “ace atkins, a rare find.. great story, better still you get to learn a lot about the original
blues players.”

andrew alan walton, “Four Stars. like this guy atkins, have read others i prefer”



The book by Randy Pausch has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 203 people have provided feedback.
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